
 

 

Music Vertical Concepts 

Performing 

 

 

 

Year 1 
Enjoy and have fun performing. Choose a 

song/songs to perform to a well-known audience. 

Prepare a song to perform. Communicate the 

meaning of the song. Add actions to the song. Play 

some simple instrumental parts. 

Year 2 
Practise, rehearse and share a song that has been 

learned in the lesson, from memory or with notation, 

and with confidence. Decide on any actions, 

instrumental parts/improvisatory ideas/composed 

passages to be practised and included in the 

performance. Talk about what the song means and 

why it was chosen to share. Talk about the difference 

between rehearsing a song and performing it 

EYFS Being Imaginative and Expressive: Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 

teacher; - Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. - Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories 

with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time with music 

 

Year 3 
Practise, rehearse and share a song that has been 

learned in the lesson, from memory or with notation, 

and with confidence. Play and perform melodies 

following staff notation, using a small range, as a 

whole class or in small groups. Include any actions, 

instrumental parts/improvisatory ideas/composed 

passages within the rehearsal and in the 

performance. Talk about what the song means and 

why it was chosen to share. Reflect on feelings about 

sharing and performing, eg excitement, nerves, 

enjoyment. 

Year 4 
Rehearse and enjoy the opportunity to share what 

has been learned in the lessons. Perform, with 

confidence, a song from memory or using notation. 

Play and perform melodies following staff notation, 

using a small range, as a whole class or in small 

groups. Include instrumental parts/improvisatory 

sections/composed passages within the rehearsal 

and performance. Explain why the song was chosen, 

including its composer and the historical and cultural 

context of the song. Communicate the meaning of 

the words and articulate them clearly. Use the 

structure of the song to communicate its mood and 

meaning in the performance. Talk about what the 

rehearsal and performance has taught the student. 

Understand how the individual fits within the larger 

group ensemble. Reflect on the performance and 

how well it suited the occasion. Discuss and respond 

to any feedback; consider how future performances 

might be different. 

Year 5 
Create, rehearse and present a holistic performance 

for a specific purpose, for a friendly but unknown 

audience. Perhaps perform in smaller groups, as well 

as the whole class. Perform a range of repertoire 

pieces and arrangements combining acoustic 

instruments, to form mixed ensembles, including a 

school orchestra. Perform from memory or with 

notation, with confidence and accuracy. Include 

instrumental parts/improvisatory sections/composed 

passages within the rehearsal and performance. 

Explain why the song was chosen, including its 

composer and the historical and cultural context of 

the song. A student leads part of the rehearsal and 

part of the performance. Record the performance 

and compare it to a previous performance; explain 

how well the performance communicated the mood 

of each piece. Discuss and talk musically about the 

strengths and weaknesses of a performance. Collect 

feedback from the audience and reflect how future 

performances might be different. 

Year 6 
Create, rehearse and present a holistic performance 

for a specific event, for an unknown audience. 

Perform a range of songs as a choir in school 

assemblies, school performance opportunities and to 

a wider audience. Create, rehearse and present a 

holistic performance, with a detailed understanding 

of the musical, cultural and historical contexts. 

Perform from memory or with notation. Understand 

the value of choreographing any aspect of a 

performance. A student or a group of students 

rehearse and lead parts of the performance. 

Understand the importance of the performing space 

and how to use it. Record the performance and 

compare it to a previous performance. Collect 

feedback from the audience and reflect how the 

audience believed in the performance. Discuss how 

the performance might change if it was repeated in 

a larger/smaller performance space. 


